WATER/Host Open
Draft June 28, 1994

Montage...water wheel base shot, images of people in Ganges, boats in silhouette,
shoveling irrigation furrows in El Paso,, filling a cistern in Juarez, hauling bucket out of
cistern, washing clothes, open an irrigation gate in El Paso, hosing truck in Mexico city.

Montage is overlaid with font of words for water

There are as many different words for
water as there are cultures on the
earth.

But people throughout the world have
one thing in common...we've always put
water to work.

It is essential to civilization.
music continues a few seconds..as the montage goes on...

Music mood changes...sun glint on water bridge...words in different languages end

Base shot changes to Middle East
But imagine a world where water is
rationed, based on race or religion.

It is...in the Middle East.

Base shot of officer driving...montaged with sprinklers and agent photographing a
water wasting “crime scene”:

imagine a world where- spacial police -
patrol the streets to catch people
wasting water.

They do...in parts of the United States.

Base shot of African women carrying water -
Imagine a world where 30-thousand
people die every day because of dirty




ocean waves aerial
water

water globe illustration with font “WATER"

drinking water.
They do, in many developing countries.

The earth is entering a period of global
crisis.

And the stakes are tremendous,
because without water, life itself is
impossible.

music resolves, Water word disappears from screen

dissolve to studio



Host walking to camera

hit mark, waist-up shot

Host on camera

montage of shots and graphics of numbers

ocean waves

glaciers/antarctica

california scenics

Host on camera

Of course there's plenty of water in the
world...three-quarters of the earth is
covered with it.

But in many places, people are using
water far faster than nature can
replenish it.

In the next hour, we're going to visit
parts of the United States, Australia,
Mexico and New Zealand.

They are places where people have
learned the importance of water
conservation.

Before we begin our journey, I'd like you
to think about the old saying “water
water everywhere but nary a drop to
drink.” It really is true.

97 percent of the earth’'s water is in
the ocean...to salty to drink.

Two percent of the world's water is
frozen in glaciers and the polar ice
caps.

Which leaves about one percent.

Just one percent of the world's water
is available for people to use...

Which makes it the world's most
precious natural resource.

One place that's clear is the western
United States.

Water is so scarce in the state of
California that it has sparked an



economic battle between cities and
farmers.

We sent reporter Terry FitzPatrick to
investigate a conflict that we all may
face some day.



WATER/California Segment

FitzPatrick/Draft: December 20, 1993

Music sting (blues slide guitar sting)
Shot of dusty field and farm house
surrounded by palm trees t-10/23:10 or t-15/00:32 or t-15/1:46

Fisher (voice only) t-11/5:00 It has always been thus. For
two, three and four thousand years, man used water in the
desert to be able to raise a crop and have his own
civilization there.

Combine harvesting with sprinklers behind it t-12/29:20

Fisher (voice only) t-11/4:23 Perhaps it isn't natural but it's
been done by man since man had enough ingenuity to use
that extra water to raise a crop.

Drive along inside shot
(front seat) t-10/13:14 Dana Fisher is one of the most
successful farmers you'll ever meet.

rolling shot of rows of crops t-11/00:36 His farm stretches about as far as the
eye can see.

Drive along two shot (camera in back seat) t-
10/1:28 Fitz: And what do people grow
around here? Fisher (pointing): Cotton,
alfalfa, lettuce. (cut to rolling shot of crops t-
10/13:53) Fisher (voice only) t-10/1:35 Those
are some of the major crops right here.

t-11/8:08 Fisher open water gate.

Nats of water rushing into field. This is what makes Dana Fisher's farm
S0 successful.
t-11/10:03 Water flows in rows Irrigation has transformed the Palo

Verde Valley into an agricultural oasis.

t-11/14:45 Fisher opens another

gate and walks toward camera. But like many California farmers, Dana
Fisher has found a better crop than
cotton, alfalfa or lettuce.

Fisher is selling some of his water to



Fitzffisher walk in fallowed

the cities of southern California.

Fisher (on camera) t-11/28:25 We took the land out of
production and promised, well of course more than a
promise, we contracted to leave it out of production for two
solid years, for 24 months. Fitz: So Los Angeles can take
the water? Fisher: Can take the water.

field t-12/19:30 The Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California pays Fisher $620
an acre not to grow crops on part of his
farm.

That's more money than he could
make if he did plant crops here.

de la Paz closes lateral gate t-11/12:02 It's a pilot project to see if cities and

tilled barren field t-15/1:14

farmers can cooperate in managing
California’s scarce water supply.

25-percent of Fisher's farm, just like 25-
percent of the entire Palo Verde Valley,
is barren.

Fisher (on camera) t-12/5:25 Well if the cities want water
they can get it normally because they can afford to pay so
much more for it. Fisher t-12/8:38 There's an old saying
(edit) that water flows toward money and it doesn't require
gravity.

Music/Fountains/skyscrapers t-16/29:11 Here is where Dana Fisher's water will

second music sting

end up.

tight of water jet tops t-17/1:08

Water filtration plant pan t-

tight of water t-18/3:55

18/5:19 The cities of southern California use
more than 800-billion gallons of water
a year.

It's enough water to flood the entire city
of Los Angeles--8 feet deep.

Most of the water comes from hundreds



of miles away...through elaborate
networks of dams, aqueducts, and
filtration plants.

Fitz/wodraska walk & talk on catwalk t-19/5:31

John Wodraska heads the Metropolitan
Water District, which buys and delivers
water to 300 communities in southern
California.

Wodraska (on camera in control room) t-18/20:10 The water
that is made available to the urban interests, the multiplier
effect for that investment, brings thousands--or millions--of
dollars into the economy and thousands of jobs. t-18/14:45
Clearly the highest and best use of that water from an
economic standpoint is that the urban interests are going to
get that water.

manufacturing stock footage 98-percent of the jobs and the

economic output of California is in the
cities, not on the farms.

And to prosper, factories in the city
need water.

irrigation sprinklers t-6/19:22 But more than 80-percent of

tight sprinklers t-6/20:18

California's water is used by
agriculture.

That's why the Metropolitan Water
District is looking to buy water rights
from farmers.

Wodraska (on camera) t-18 24:16 |'ve had farmers tell me
the best crop they've had this year has been Metropolitan,
that's the only thing that's actually made them money and
it's allowed them to keep in business and farm in a future
year. Fitz: Selling the water? Wodraska: Selling the water
to Metropolitan ends up being the best alternative in some
cases to those farmers who are just breaking the ground
and, and developing this whole new field of water transfers.

fisher/ de la Paz look at field t-11/15:50 The Metropolitan Water District paid 27-



million dollars to farmers in the Palo
Verde Valley.

They're pleased...but many other
farmers feel this deal with Los Angeles

was a deal with the devil.

They're afraid California could repeat

Fitz Standup walking on diversion dam t-
9/9:50 What farmers are worried about is what
happened here in the Owens Valley of
California. This was once rich farmland. There
was plenty of water and lots of potential for the
future. But that's before the city of Los

Angeles came here. In the early 1900s the
city bought virtually all of the land in the valley
and then built this dam. And water that used
to flow to the farms of the Owens Valley is now
diverted 200 miles to the city of Los Angeles.

one of the most notorious water grabs
in the history of the American West.

Steward, standard interview shot t-7/5:43 My dad told me

that a lot of the ranc

hers here owed a little money and they

figured that was a good way to get out of debt, see, to sell.

Because the city wa
for land.

historical stills

t-7/6:34 Divided and

s offering a pretty good price at that time

Farmers didn't realize Los Angeles
was after the water, not the land.

Agents for the city said they were
building a cattle ranch and summer
resort.

But secretly, they were buying
key parcels of land that controlled the
water supply.

conquered. That's what the whole

thing was. Fitz: You a little bitter about how that happened?
Steward: |I'm very bitter. | hate the city of Los Angeles more

than anybody, I'll tel

| you that. For destroying this whole
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valley. | feel that this would have been a beautiful valley

today.
loading hay (pan) t-7/26:03 Ken Steward is the only farmer who
hasn't sold his land to the city of Los
Angeles.
The city has been offering to buy his
place for decades.
tilt up shot of farm t-8/13:23 Steward's 160 acres of alfalfa is the

only green spot for miles.

walk with son and dog along sprinkler
t-7/20:35 He uses well-water to keep his farm

going.

Steward t-7/15:09 (covered) A lot of people think I'm crazy
because I'm still here instead of selling out to them. And,
but | haven't much longer to go and I've, | figure that | want
to leave my son something and if, whatever they want to do
with it, that's up to them.

Music bed/Historical b/w moving footage from LA Water & Power Dept.

7:21 Steam shovel/ore train

7:17 Horses haul pipe When Los Angeles built its aqueduct to
the Owens valley...

7:46 pipe snakes through countryside ... It was heralded as one of the
world's greatest achievements in
engineering.

12:36 Opening gate/water flows The water flowed over mountains,

through giant syphon tunnels...and
then, through the desert to Los Angeles.

Bishop Museum still #1 (pan) t-6/4:59 For a while, farmers were allowed to
lease back some of the land and the
water rights they had sold to the city.

slow dissolve to parched cracked
earth t-8/19:27 But as Los Angeles grew, the city took
more and more of the water it owned,



away from the Owens Valley.

LA Times headline "Agueduct is periled
as Anarchy rules... t-3/18:56 Farmers were so bitter...

Tight of news illustration
“Might vs. Right” t-3/18:25

...that one of Steward's neighbors
sabotaged the agueduct in 1924.

News illustration of syphon outlets t-3/17:26

Steward t-7/13:25 (covered) He blew up that syphon and
when he done that, that destroyed the syphon and
everything else and it (on camera) took them a year and
months to fix all that. See, they had to repair all the new
pipe and everything like that. Fitz: You're smiling when you
say that. Stewart: |, | was glad. If I'd been, if | was young
right now I'd try it myself. I'll tell you.

music/cars on strip t-6/18:41 and t-6/17:11 The Owens Valley is now a tourist stop

tilt up t-8/15:14

wide of valley t-8/15:14

historical stills

for people on their way to Yosemite
National Park.

The major display of water is a fountain
outside the Chamber of Commerce.

The loss of water meant the loss of a
way of life.

Steward t-7/7:38 There’s no opportunity for young people
here. The only jobs you got here are service jobs, in a
service station, in a restaurant, places like that. And a man
with a wife and 3 or 4 kids, they can't afford it. They've got
to work and then they can't hardly make it

What happened in the Owens Valley
taught Californians that their future
depends on who controls their water.

Water here is property...and people
guard it jealously.

The state's history is marked by intense
competition between cities and farms



to develop a reliable water supply.

Whitsett: Out here in southern California,
we're building a great empire at the edge of
the desert. If we are to survive and to grow we
must have the water that will enable us to
maintain our mastery over the desert.

aerials California now has the most elaborate
water works in the world...enough
canals to reach two-thirds of the way
around the earth.

Farm water shots Farmers still control most of the state's
supply, despite the loss of water in the
Owens Valley.

workers build house (stucco) t-17/23:17 If cities want to grow, they have to take

water away from farms.
bulldozer at housing site t-17/26:04 There's no place left to build new dams.

Two shot standing over maps at table, Fitz &

Kennedy NATS: 1-3/20:04 Okay, well,

Southern California gets water from three

sources....
David Kennedy heads the Department
of Water Resources for the state of
California.

Kennedy was able to convince farmers
to share their water with cities when
drought hit California several years
ago.

Kennedy one-shot t-3/24:29 Well the basic concept was we
would buy water from willing sellers, those farmers,
irrigation districts, who either had more than they needed or
were willing not to use water that they otherwise would
have put to use in return for being paid.

capitol shot At the time, cities were so desperate for
water they were urging the governor to
declare a state of emergency and



Kennedy on phone pan from wall t-4/24:45

Kennedy on phone "Oh, that’s good to hear.”

commandeer the farmer’s water supply.

But Kennedy developed his idea for a
California Water Bank.

And farmers who had fought to protect
their water rights, suddenly called
David Kennedy to sell.

Kennedy (on camera) t-4/00:32 | think we're all convinced
that was a better way to do this by compensation,
negotiation, cooperation, rather than confrontation and
everybody going off to court.

Fisher & de la Paz at pump t-10/9:59
tight of de la Paz priming pump t-10/11:06

owens valley shots

The water bank lasted only two years,
during the worst of the California
drought.

Although the bank has closed, the idea
of selling water caught on.

Cities are rapidly buying whatever
water farmers will sell.

Will cities buy all the water in a region,
and repeat the experience of the
Owens Valley?

The cities say no.

Wodraska: t-19/2:53 Because of the history of this issue, we
are very sensitive to coming in and dealing on a voluntary
basis with the individual farmers and trying to work out a
deal that is going to be beneficial to both parties.

Auctioneer t-14/9:26

But already, the sale of water is having
unintended effects.

When farmers in the Palo Verde Valley
took their cotton fields out of production,
the local cotton gin went bankrupt and



Auction

Auctioneer: We have sold
dollars.

auction shot

flooding a field

was put up for auction.

Shropshire t-13/20:41 We just got down to the point we
didn't have enough acres to justify running, and with the
cost to, to maintain an operation in this day and time, it's
just, wasn't feasible. So here we are. We're we're going.
We're history.

Low cotton prices put the gin in trouble
to begin with...

The two-year program to sell water to
Los Angeles was the final straw.

Shropshire t-13/26:10 If they renew those contracts, those
leases, then | think it is a dangerous trend. And certainly |
hate to see a little area like this, as remote as it is, go out of
agriculture because they don't have water to farm with.

it for 95-thousand

This is the risk of selling water.

But for every loss on the farm, there's a
gain in the city.

With the water it takes to flood one acre
of farmland, factories can generate
more than 2,000 jobs.

Wodraska t-18/25:35 As we go forward and we take a look,
there are going to be people displaced and there’s going to
be some tough decisions that have to be made. t-18/14:27
And | think in our system, economics has driven a lot of
those value decisions.

music montage/irrigation channel Despite the problems with water sales

they are the wave of the future
throughout the Western United States.

Should there be a free-market for
water?7??. ..



steward gets in truck

10

....or should someone control water
sales?

Should someone manage the price of
water???...

Lo 1A
...and decide who willfand who will lose
in the battle between cities and farms?

These are still unanswered questions.

For Ken Steward, there's still the
ultimate question...

...will farmers eventually forget what can
happen if they lose their water supply.

Steward insists what happened to
farmers in the Owens Valley, could
happen again to farmers someplace
else.

Steward t-7/10:53 And I'd say if they want to stay in farming
to not give that water up, no way. Fitz: Noteven for a
couple of years? Steward: Not for any time. 'Cause if
they, once they take the water, it's going to be awful hard to
get that water back. As | say, money talks.

END OF STORY
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Vignette A (between California and Australia)

Music cut 1

Montage..African women carry water...crawling graphic:

Host on Camera

Peace Corp/ Lesotho villagers erect tank

Canadian Aid/ Fog collectors

ocean wave nats

KCTS de sal machine

Host on Camera

Water Economics

World-wide, more than one billion people
cannot afford life's most basic
necessity: clean, reliable water.

In fact, dirty drinking water is the
world's single largest killer of children.

Developing a dependable water supply
can dramatically improve people’s lives.

But there are economic limits to what
water technology can do.

Small-scale projects are helping people
in developing countries like Lesotho.

With these tanks, people collect rain
from their roofs.

In parts of Chile, people even use
plastic nets to capture moisture from
fog.

But many sources of water are just
too expensive to be practical.

For example, it's technically easy to
take the salt out of sea water.

But desalination takes tremendous
amounts of energy. Only wealthy
nations, like Saudi Arabia, can afford it
right now.

For most of us, the best way to get
more water is to conserve the water
supply we already have--and make it go
further.



A good example is Australia...where
reporter Lucy Broad visited the cattle
grazing towns of the Outback.



WATER/AUSTRALIAN SEGMENT
Revised script...December 8, 1993

{Music/Aerial over Queensland t-
104 /9:20)

Lucy t-103/13:03 How often are we told
that Australia is the driest continent on
earth? (On-camera) In fact, the truth is
we have one of the largest resources of
water to be found anywhere in the world.
Although the land below us may look arid
and dry, the problem is not too little water
but too much.

Nats:Plane landing t-100/1:03

Lucy greeted by Brennan t-100/2:56 or t-105/4:16

Nats:truck driving over ditch

Nats running water/CU bore 1-105/11:18

Lucy & Ged walking to bore t-105/16:50

(Crouched at bore) t-105/15:10 Lucy: Ged
this is really hot, it's like being in a
sauna! Ged: Yeah it's really warm, Lucy.
It's probably about 65 degrees celsius.

Welcome to Charleville,
southwest
Queensland...where I'm
being met by Ged
Brennan from
Queensland's
department of water
resources.

Brennan is trying to
protect an ancient
source of water that's
vital to the economic
health of Australian
cattle graziers.

This is it. Artesian
water.

Throughout Australia
people have drilled
thousands of Artesian
bores. Over one
thousand of them
gushing uncontrollably
just like this.



Lucy: Wow. And does it flow like this all
the time. Ged: Yeah, this is a flowing
Artesian bore, the water's coming from the
Great Artesian Basin. The depth here is
somewhere in the order of 800 meters.
This has been bringing water from 800
meters below the ground for almost a
hundred years.

Hydrologic Map of Australia
(from the Mound spring story)

shot of bore flowing t-105/12:19

bore pool and channels t-105/11:44

Cattle crossing stream t-101/9:33
sheep drinking

Brennan on Camera with bore

The Great Artesian
Basin is one of the
world's largest
underground
reservoirs...covering a
quarter of the continent
of Australia.

The water comes from
rainfall in the coastal
mountains, and slowly
travels inland like a
giant underground river.

When people drill a
bore,the water bubbles
to the surface under it's
own pressure.

Cattle and sheep
graziers then channel
the water through open
drains.

And that's the problem.

Most of the water inside
these drains is wasted.

drain in background Brennan t-102/8:39 Probably about 90
or 95% of the water in the drain system
would be wasted through evaporation or
through percolation into the soil.

more sheep drinking Only a very small percentage of the water
coming from the bore would be actually
consumed by stock.



3

pan drain to bore t-101/9:43 Brennan (covered) t-105/19:40 So what
we really need is to more efficiently
distribute the water that we've got.

water splashing

tight of bore head

old still photos/music

Music Bed. Various black and white
photos of early bores

Music. Nats: truck driving t-103/7:45

Nats: Interior of bar t-102/20:53 Lucy:

Two beers and a glass of water? Waitress:

And a glass of water? You don't like ice
in it, or what? Lucy: No. Just straight.

Artesian water has been
essential to life in the
Australian outback.

But for generations,
wasting water wasn't a

WOrTY....

It was well over a
century ago when the
first bore was drilled.

Suddenly there was
good, clear and
seemingly limitless
water...allowing people
and animals to live in
arid and previously
inhospitable areas.

Bores were put down by
the thousand, making it
possible for a huge

grazing industry to
develop.

And to support
it...towns.

This is our next
watering hole.

Wyandra, population
99....0ne of hundreds of
towns throughout
Australia that simply
wouldn't exist if not for
artesian water.



Waitress: You might not like the taste.
Lucy: Why this is bore water. Waitress:
Yes. Lucy: What's it like living in a town
with artesian water, with bore water.
Waitress: Oh god, getting use to it. Lucy:
What's the problem with it. Waitress:
Sometime it stink.

Man at bar t-103/00:35 Artesian water is
pure, it might stink a hit, but no,
beautiful.

Man at bar t-103/1:30 I find it good for
washing. You only need half the soap
powder.

Nats:interior of bar T-102/20:30

Windmill

Lucy next to bore T-101/00:30 This was
an Artesian bore drilled back in 1898.
When it first went in the water flowed at a
rate of over 6 million liters a day and the
pressure was enough to push the water 25
meters into the air, that's higher than this
tower. Now it's 5 meters under and the
owner has to use this windmill to bring it
to the surface.

Nats: water flowing through spout t-100/20:20

tight of pipe outlet t-100/19:40

bore pool

The artesian bore that
supplies the people of
Wyandra is just one of
5000 throughout the
basin.

The question is, is there
enough water to go
around? Already 1500
bores have gone dry.

Is Australia running out
of artesian water?

At first people thought
they were.

But scientists have
discovered that water is
entering the Great
Artesian Basin as rain



dissolve to CU bore head

Music/Graphic

Nats T-102/1:50 Water flowing from bore.

Ged and grazier standing in background:
Will you fill this in across here?

at least as fast as it's
being lost through
bores.

So if supply is not the
problem why are some

bores drying up?

The answer is
pressure... or rather, the
lack of it.

When the first bores
were put in the pressure
pushing the water out
was very high.

But as each new bore
was drilled nearby, the
pressure progressively
decreased...to the point
where at some bores the
flow ceased all together,
and water had to be
pumped out.

To prevent more bores
drying up, Ged
Brennan's job is to
persuade graziers to
bring these free-flowing
ones under control.

Brennan t-105/21:10 The graziers
generally accept the rehabilitation
program as a good idea simply because
we're aiming to save a resource that's
really precious. The artesian water that
supplies a lot of western Queensland, is
probably the lifeblood of the pastural
industry in Queensland.

Nats T-104/00:45 pan drain to bore (Lucy on camera
holding bore-cam) Before any work can be



done on these bores you have to know what
condition they're in and this is one of the tools
that will tell you. (bore-cam POV) This specially
designed camera will give you a worm'’s eye view
of the condition of the bore casing. Okay
Warrick, let it go.

Bore-cam view of inside of casing T-104/6:00

construction

Nats Ged gesturing/walking with grazier t-
102: You can get galvanized steel to put

it in, but probably the cheapest way
would be polypipe--just to get it into the
drain again.

nats: man puts pipes on bore head t-102/12:16

If the casing is in bad
condition it means
either replacing it...

...or drilling out a new
bore.

Capping a hundred-
year-old bore can be a
long and expensive
process...

...making the protection
of artesian water a
huge job that’s only just
begun.

Ged Brennan tries to
convince graziers that
capping their bores will
save them money.

By using pipelines
instead of open drains,
ers can make better

use of their land.

Brennan t-105/22:38 The artesian bore
naturally provides the pressure to power
the pipeline. So in other words, instead
of using a bore drain, which will only run
downhill, water can be pushed from
natural pressure to areas that were
previously unwatered on the place.



construction welding

cattle at drinking station

Grazier on Camera

pan drain to bore

mucky green swamp t-100/22:53

Tilt down from dead trees t-105/5:19

Crotty w/stream and dead

trees in background

The government covers
80 percent of the cost.

But even with the
subsidy, capping a bore
costs more than most
graziers can afford.

Brennan t-105/20:53 Well you can talk
in the range of a couple thousand dollars
for a bit of minor works around the head
of the bore right up to somewhere in the
order of 70 or 80 thousand dollars, easily,
to construct a deep artesian bore.

Graziers who have
capped their bores say
the benefits are well
worth it.

Bob Quinlan t-102/18:20 Well, bore
drains are expensive to maintain. They're
a lot of work. And eventually all the
water’'ll be gone, won't it. There'll be
none left. So it you close them off, you
build up pressure in your bore and then
you should have a resource there for
many Imore years.

Beside the economic
advantages, there are
environmental reasons
to stop the uncontrolled
flow of artesian water.

Some of the open bore
drains have turned the
arid landscape into a
slimy swamp.

In other places,
evaporating water leaves
behind a film that kills
the natural vegetation.

Crotty t-105/6:42 It's putting salt and
minerals and things into the ground and



Music/bore pool

aerial t-104/14:50

I think the Mulga trees are suffering
because of it. You can see, they're dying
all the way down through there to the,
towards the creek.

Capping the free-flowing
bores of Australia will
solve these problems...
but with so many bores,
the job will take years
to complete.

Brennan t-105/23:16 (covered) I think it's
becoming more and more important as
time passes. (edit) because(edit) some
bores will (edit) continue to lose flow and
some bores will (edit) cease to flow. (on
camera) So if we can stabilize the system
or perhaps increase the pressures, then it
will be to the benefit of all users.

When the work is
done,wastage will be
reduced and
environmental problems
will be much easier 1o
control.

There will be more water
for town supplies,
mining or even
irrigation.

On such a dry continent
water is too valuable a
commodity to simply let
it run to waste.



\,.

Vignette B (between Australia and Mexico)

Music cut 4

NASA orbit shot...world map comes over it.

Crawling font: A Thirsty Planet.

Factoid super: 26 countries now have more people than their water supplies can

sustainably support.

Factoid super two: Many other countries are draining natural reserves by using more
water than they receive through snow and rain.

Host on Camera:

Throughout the world, people are
moving from the countryside into the
cities, to seek better jobs and a better
way of life.

Unfortunately, the bigger a city
becomes, the bigger it's water
problems become.

Our next stop is Mexico City...one of the
largest cities on earth. It has
dramatically outgrown it's water

supply.

QOur report in Mexico is produced by
Magdalena Acosta.



Water/ Mexico City

Update: July 1, 1994

Scottie music...percussion, upbeat
mood

A Mexico city...capital of one of the world's
Static city high shot most rapidly developing nations.

For millions, this is a city of opportunity...a
prosperous and attractive place to live,

music mood changes...eerie Unfortunately, Mexico City is also one of the
most crowded and polluted places on earth.

And for many residents, getting water has
become an urban nightmare.

Shortages are an everyday fact of life.

Mexico city’'s economic success, could also
become it's downfall...because of water.

Music resolves

Bertha gets water from tambos The intense demand for water means people
like Berta Moya have to haul their water from
public barrels.

Moya lives in the hilly fringe of town...in a
neighborhood growing faster than authorities
can lay new pipe.

Bertha carries buckets to house

Moya t-22/24:07 When | arrived
here, | came to value water because
it really is very heavy labor to go
two blocks away to get two buckets
of water. because it's very tiring,
you learn how to value water.

Cuando yo llegue aqui valore el



liguido, porque realmente es un
trabajo muy pesado y hasta dos
cuadras para traer dos botes de
ague, proque se cansa uno, s un
cansancio y sabe uno valorar el
liquido.

Betha loads family drum

Tight hose in tambo

pipas driver wide filling tambos
tight hose in tambo

Moya t-22/19:28 We have been told
that the drinking water network is on
its way and that little by little they
will introduce service. In a community
that's beginning, it always takes
time.

A nosotros nos han dicho que la
viene la red de agua potable y que,
poco a poco, van a ir metiendo los
servicios. Siempre en una colonia que
empieza, simepre tarda.

Pan to house, Moya does laundry

DISSOLVE to family walking to home

Margarita opens tap

Managing the family water supply is an
endless chore for Berta Moya.

Six people must share 70 liters of water per
day--one-third of a barrel. That's far below
what's recommended by public health experts.

About six percent of the population here does
not have plumbing in their homes...

...s0 more than a million people have to haul
water from public barrels, which are filled by
tanker trucks each week.

However, Moya's problems won't be over
when she gets running water in her
home...because in Mexico City, even people
who have pipes have problems.

The Cortes family lives in the urban core of
Mexico City.

When they turn on the tap, usually nothing
happens.



pulling up water from old washing
machine

David Cortes t-4/25:35 What
happens here is authorities have a
policy to give a certain zone a
certain amount of water. They only
allow a certain size pipe, and they do
not allow more connections. So in
practice, we're in the situation of
rationing water.

Nada mas que aqui lo que sucede es
que la politica de la delegacion es:
determinada zona se le de una
cantidad de agua. Permite
solamente una dimension de tubo,
entonces no permiten conectamos
de mas, sino que practicamente
estamos en una situacion de
racionamiento de agua.

high shot of complex

family on stairwell

rebar sticks up from roof/laundry
children squatters

mother & baby squatter with coke
sign

David Cortes t-4/27:50 More
connections promote social
upheavals. For example, in our case,
we don't allow squatters to connect
to our pipes because automatically

Water comes for less than a hour each day.

The Cortes family owns an apartment in a
sprawling complex called Biatlon.

Here, water shortages pit neighbor against
neighbor...even brother against brother.

Many of the buildings in Biatlon were never
finished, and like many places in Mexico city,
squatters have invaded.

Their presence makes the water situation
worse because there's not enough water for
all.



we would have to share water that
isn't enough for us.

Al conectarse, |la gente provoca
explosiones sociales. Por ejemplo,
nuestro caso: nosotros no les
permitimos a lo invasores de que se
conecten a nustros tubos porque
automaticamente damos un agua
gue, si ya bien no nos alcanza para
nosotors, ahora compartiendola
pues, menos.

Leticia hauls water from cistern wide
leticia tight sequence

man ladles water from tap with
hoses

high shot of gerardo walking in
street

Gerardo Cortes t-7/22:34 Woe are
not the problem. We only want to be
understood, that's all. We're human
beings, we have the same rights as
those who supposedly have more
rights. We're human beings and we
have the same rights. We have a
right to be listened to and to get the
services we're entitled to, and that
they have to provide.

Mosotros no somos problematicos,
solo queremos que nos entiendan,
nada mas. Somos seres humanos.
Tenemos los mismos derechos que
aquellos que tienen mas,
supuestamente. Somos seres
humanos y tenemos los mismos

Because they can't hook up to the water
main, some squatters have joined together to
keep water in a concrete cistern.

Others have improvised a network of plastic
hoses from a public tap.

Ironically, the leader of the squatters is the
brother of David Cortes, Gerardo.



derechos. Tenemos derecho a ser
escuchados y a recibir los servicos
que nos competen a nosotros y que
les competen a ellos hacer.

Leticia hauls water up stairs into
home

Gerardo Crotes t-7 | demanded they
not ignore us, that we're not animals,
that even if we were irrational
animals, we'd also have a right to
water. Otherwise we'd die.

Entonces yo le exigi gue no nos
tuviera a un lado, que no somos--
ahora si que aunque fuesemos
animales irracionales—-pues que
tambien derecho a tomar agua y que
si no, se nos mueren.

green hose and squatter boy
pan of blue hose geing into house

David Cortes t-4/28:44 To avoid
social conflict the authorities gave
them permission to connect to the
water main because--of course--we
all have a right to water, don't we?
And so they also have a little bit of
water, just like us. But it's clear that
it's not a problem of where you
come from, a different city or
different country even. The problem
is that there isn't any water. That is
the problem.

Traditionally, squatters have little right to
public service because they do not own their
homes.

But they have relentlessly pressured
authorities to improve living conditions at the
Biatlon apartments.

After months of arguing, officials finally let
Gerardo Cortes and his neighbors connect
hoses to the water main...despite the
objections of his brother David.



Ahora lo que sucedio fue que para
evitar esa explosion social pues la
delegacion, el departamento, les dio
opportunidad de que se conectaran
y les llegara, pues, un poco de agua
tambien a ellos. Claro, pues todos
tenemos derecho al agua, no? Y
pues, ellos tienen tambien tienen,
pues, un poco de agua que nosotros.
....8S una problema.

Same music/Jorge Reyes

water sales boy yells agua
DISSOLVE to Bertha carrying buckets
DISSOLVE to Leticia carrying water
up stairs

man gets water in bucket at
construction scene

tight of bucket and tap

construction shot of highrise

(music fades)

Wilk at computer drafting table wide

tight of wilk face
computer screen
over shoulder shot

computer screen

This is how the demand for water continues
to explode in Mexico City.

Requests for new service in neighborhoods at
the edge of town....

...and complaints for better service in
established communities.

Just about everywhere in Mexico City, there's
some kind of problem with water.

As new buildings go up, water pressure goes
down.

The question for urban planners is how big
can the city grow before the water runs out?

David Wilk is part of a special team
investigating the future of the city's water

supply.



Wilk 21:16 This is a city that
presents poor conditions for a
concentration of 18 or 19 million
people. (edit) This is a fundamental
problem. In the long term, we'll see
an imbalance with the water
resources of the Valley of Mexico.
We are consuming much more than
the geographic situation will support.

Esta es una ciudad que presenta
condiciones poco favorable para una
concentracion de poblacion del orden
de 18 0 19 million de habitantes. (...)
Ese es el problem fundamental, que a
largo plazo veremos un desbalance
en los recurson hidrologicos del Valle
de Mexico, teniendo un consumo
mucho mayor de lo que puede
ofertar la situacion geographica, el
lugar geographico, a la poblacion.

Pan/tilt wilk hand to face
computer screen

Wilk hand on topo map with mouse

pan of street to leaning building

Franz Meyer church

DISSOLVE to rack-in focus of
aquiferico tunnel construction &
twilight zone tunnel shot (sound from
t-10/12:15:02)

Mexico city currently gets 70-percent of its
water from the aquifer beneath the Valley of
Mexico...which is home to the city and its
suburbs.

But people are depleting the aquifer at an
incredible rate...

...50 fast, that much of the city is actually
sinking into the spongy soil.

Some older buildings are leaning over, and
pipes are breaking underground.

Engineers are trying to solve the problem with
a scheme to import water from distant
rivers, and distribute it more efficiently.



tilt/pan of Martinez at blueprint table

Martinez 1-9/23:12:01 Everything is
important...(edit) t-9/22:15:16 But
the thing that is most important of
all, the area where we can have the
greatest effedtiveness, is creating
awareness by water users. so that
people use water in a proper
manner, without wasting it, so we
can make the water last for many
years in the Valley of Mexico.

Todo es importante, (...) pero la mas
importante de todas, la que creemos
pue puede ser mas efectiva, es la
creacion de conciencia de usuario
para que utilice en forma adecuada--
que no desperdicie--el agua, y que de
esa forma podremos tener ese
liquido para muchos anos.

Club H20 commercial nats: Kid, you
can do a lot to help the water

supply...

Tu puedes hacer algo por el agua...

Nats from commercial: reporta 654-
3210.

second commercial, kid with toilets

But in a city growing so fast, even the chief
water engineer--Juan Manuel Martinez--says
more than construction projects are needed.

Mexico city is encouraging people to conserve
what water they have.

This commercial urges children to report leaky
pipes.

Right now, 30-percent of the water supply is
lost through leaks.

The city is also targeting the biggest water-
guzzling device of all.



water recycling pumps
water spillway
wide plant filtration canal

tight of water and plants
Martinez 9:24:59 | am optimistic
because the public is acting in a
positive way.

Yo me siento optimista porque la
poblacion esta actuando
positivamente.

Music Reyes conch shell

wide sunrise at Xochimilco
misty canals

tight ducks

DISSOLVE to wide ducks
DISSOLVE to man poling boat

DISSOLVE to moving sequence
(daylight)

over shoulder shot in boat

Newly manufactured toilets can use only six
liters of water.

And for the first time in Mexico city, there's an
alternative to using fresh water.

The city is encouraging large consumers, like
factories, to use treated sewage instead.

This is where the city must take it's boldest
step in water conservation.

It's hard to believe this is part of urban
Mexico City.

But these canals and the hills behind them are
the only places that haven't been covered
with concrete.

Here, rain can seep underground and
recharge the natural aquifer.

Environmentalist Tere Aznar warns the city
could lose its water supply if homes are built



moving side shot right

Aznar t-16/13:51:14 if you cancel

this recharge of the aquifer, in a very

short time t-16/24:53 the city
would collapse.

Aznar t-16/22:08 Everybody talks
about air pollution, but we feel that
the most serious problem
confronting the city is water.

Si se cancela esta recarga de los

mantos acuiferos, pues, en un tiempo
muy corto (edit) la ciudad tendria un

colapso.

Toda la gente habla de la
contaminacion atmosferica, pero
consideramos que el problema mas
grave es el agua.

two men in boat

DISSOLVE to museum painting

DISSOLVE to panning high shot

DISSOLVE to limit of urban area sign
zoom in

pan home to marching police

mother and daughter

10

here.

There was a time when most of Mexico City
looked like this.

In the days of the ancient Aztecs, Mexico City
was virtually surrounded by water.

But now the lakes are gone, victims of urban
growth.

To protect the few undeveloped patches of
land still surrounding the city, officials posted
signs years ago--declaring the area “off
limits.”

But land speculators ignored them.

So environmentalists pressured authorities to
set an example.

In 1988, police evicted more than three



